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Academy Award® Winning Actress Diane Keaton Talks About
Raising Kids at 69, the Movie Stars She’s Loved (including
Actor/Director Woody Allen) and Serial Nesting in the
December/January Issue of AARP The Magazine

Read Diane Keaton’s story about her journey to fame and her staying
power as an actress in Hollywood.

WASHINGTON, DC—Academy Award® winning actress Diane Keaton grew up the oldest of four in a
neighborhood surrounded by orange groves in Santa Ana, California. From a young age, Keaton was inspired to
dream by her mother, who ran the household but carefully nurtured her children’s creative sides.

In an insightful interview with AARP The Magazine, Keaton reveals how she wanted to be a movie star from a
young age and uprooted her life at age 19, moving to New York to study under the famous acting coach Sandy
Meisner. While Keaton was a hard worker, she credits luck for her early breaks. After decades in show business,
Keaton, now 69, acknowledges that she has become more content with herself and has a newfound
appreciation for enjoying life with her two children. She also discusses her motivations for renovating at least a
dozen houses in the last 25 years, all part of her search for the home.

The following are excerpts from the December/January issue of the AARP The Magazine cover story featuring
Diane Keaton, available in homes today and online now at http://www.aarp.org/magazine/.

On her search for home:

“I’ve always been looking for home. I feel like I’ve chased the concept of home with all the renovations and
building I’ve done in my life, and I can’t stop. I can’t seem to stop having the dream of it.”

On her mother: 

“My mother had to take care of everything that had to do with four kids in the house. She was in her 20s.
Imagine! And she still had this enormous desire to express her life, to tell her story, to experience beauty – so
she gave that all to us.”

On her many interests but one talent:

“I like to say that I have one talent, and that would be plenty – but I also have a lot of pursuits.”

On her change in perspective after her mother’s death:  

“When I think about my life now, I try to be in the moment, cherish people I love and not be in pursuit of some
abstract concept.”

On getting her breakthrough role in The Godfather:  

“I don’t know how I got that part. I was, like, kooky and unusual and left of center and not always castable at
that time. I would go up against Jill Clayburgh or Blythe Danner, and it just wasn’t happening for me.”

On Woody Allen as her ultimate teacher:  

“He gave me everything. It was a privilege to be in those films with him. I’ve never seen anybody more
disciplined. For him, work is an art form. Work really is the answer to so many problems, and it’s a form of play,
too, that you take very seriously and keep trying to expand. That’s something I learned from Woody.”

On appreciating the passage of time:  

“My father died when he was 67, so I’ve already lived two years longer than he did. You know you’re coming up
against it. You realize that it doesn’t really matter how successful you get.”

On enjoying life taking place around her:  
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“In a way, this is the most interesting time. At this age, everything seems much more astonishing. Like,Oh my
goodness, look at that sycamore tree! Why didn’t I see that before? There’s a magical aspect, a wonder, to
being on this planet.”

###

About AARP The Magazine

With more than 35.2 million readers, AARP The Magazine is the world's largest circulation magazine and the
definitive lifestyle publication for Americans 50+. AARP The Magazine delivers comprehensive content through
health and fitness features, financial guidance, consumer interest information and tips, celebrity interviews, and
book and movie reviews. AARP The Magazine was founded in 1958 and is published bimonthly in print and
continually online. Learn more at http://www.aarp.org/magazine/. Twitter: http://twitter.com/AARP

About AARP
AARP is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization, with a membership of nearly 38 million, that helps people turn
their goals and dreams into real possibilities, strengthens communities and fights for the issues that matter
most to families such as healthcare, employment and income security, retirement planning, affordable utilities
and protection from financial abuse. We advocate for individuals in the marketplace by selecting products and
services of high quality and value to carry the AARP name as well as help our members obtain discounts on a
wide range of products, travel, and services. A trusted source for lifestyle tips, news and educational
information, AARP produces AARP The Magazine, the world's largest circulation magazine; AARP
Bulletin; www.aarp.org; AARP TV & Radio; AARP Books; and AARP en Español, a Spanish-language website
addressing the interests and needs of Hispanics. AARP does not endorse candidates for public office or make
contributions to political campaigns or candidates. The AARP Foundation is an affiliated charity that provides
security, protection, and empowerment to older persons in need with support from thousands of volunteers,
donors, and sponsors. AARP has staffed offices in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the
U.S. Virgin Islands. Learn more at www.aarp.org.
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Tweet It: Diane Keaton talks about raising kids at 69, acting and serial nesting in the latest issue of @AARP
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