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AARP & CEO, Jo Ann Jenkins Congratulate Election Winners

Washington, DC - With the elections now behind us, we congratulate President-elect Donald Trump, all of the
members of the new Congress and state and local officials across the country.  Now the real work begins.  It’s
time to put political partisanship and distrust behind us and come together.  It’s time to bring civility and public
discourse back to our democracy.  It’s time to remember that we can disagree and still find common ground
around the big issues that matter so much to the people of this country.  It’s time to govern. It’s time to lead.

If this election has taught us anything, it is the realization that not all of us are experiencing the same America.
We have to be willing to step into someone else’s shoes in order to have constructive dialogue on some very
serious issues facing our country now, and others that are sure to occur in the future.

The late Congresswoman, Barbara Jordan, said that “What Americans want is very simple.  They want an
America as good as its promise.”  What is the promise of America?  Jefferson defined it as “life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness.”  Franklin Roosevelt outlined it in four freedoms: “freedom of speech, freedom of worship,
freedom from want and freedom from fear.”  Ronald Reagan described it as “a shining city on a hill.”

One of the great things about our democracy is that every four years we have the opportunity to unite and
renew our journey toward the promise of America.  While campaigns, by their very nature, focus on the things
that divide us, to govern effectively we must focus on achieving the shared goals that unite us. The question is
can we unite behind our shared goals and move forward, or will we continue to focus on the issues that divide
us?

At AARP, our experience in talking with our members is that they care deeply about important issues facing
them and their families. They want our leader to address them.

As a new administration and new Congress prepare to take office in Washington and new legislatures and
governors prepare to lead their states, AARP is ready to work with them to help find practical solutions to the
issues people 50 and over and their families care about and to do our part in creating an America as good as its
promise.

AARP is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization, with a membership of nearly 38 million that helps people turn
their goals and dreams into 'Real Possibilities' by changing the way America defines aging. With staffed offices
in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands, AARP works to strengthen
communities and promote the issues that matter most to families such as healthcare security, financial security
and personal fulfillment. AARP also advocates for individuals in the marketplace by selecting products and
services of high quality and value to carry the AARP name.  As a trusted source for news and information, AARP
produces the world’s largest circulation magazine, AARP The Magazine and AARP Bulletin. AARP does not
endorse candidates for public office or make contributions to political campaigns or candidates. To learn more,
visit www.aarp.org or follow @aarp and our CEO @JoAnn_Jenkins on Twitter.
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