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AARP Calls on Senate to Reject Health Bill

Vows to Hold Senators Accountable for Bill That Hurts Older Americans

En español | WASHINGTON, DC — AARP Executive Vice President Nancy LeaMond released the following
statement today in response to the Senate bill which imposes an “Age Tax” on older adults—increasing health
insurance premiums and reducing tax credits, makes cuts to both Medicare and Medicaid funding, and yet gives
billions of dollars in tax breaks to drug and insurance companies. AARP calls on every Senator to vote ‘NO’ on
this harmful bill.

“This new Senate bill was crafted in secrecy behind closed doors without a single hearing or open debate—and
it shows. The Senate bill would hit millions of Americans with higher costs and result in less coverage for them.
AARP is adamantly opposed to the Age Tax, which would allow insurance companies to charge older Americans
five times more for coverage than everyone else while reducing tax credits that help make insurance more
affordable.     

“AARP is also deeply concerned that the Senate bill cuts Medicaid funding that would strip health coverage from
millions of low-income and vulnerable Americans who depend on the coverage, including 17 million poor seniors
and children and adults with disabilities. The proposed Medicaid cuts would leave millions, including our most
vulnerable seniors, at risk of losing the care they need and erode seniors’ ability to live in their homes and
communities.

“The Senate bill also cuts funding for Medicare which weakens the programs ability to pay benefits and leaves
the door wide open to benefit cuts and Medicare vouchers. AARP has long opposed proposals that cut benefits
or weaken Medicare.

“As we did with all 435 Members of the House of Representatives, AARP will also hold all 100 Senators
accountable for their votes on this harmful health care bill. Our members care deeply about their health care
and have told us repeatedly that they want to know where their elected officials stand. We strongly urge the
Senate to reject this bill.”

# # #

About AARP
AARP is the nation’s largest nonprofit, nonpartisan organization dedicated to empowering Americans 50 and
older to choose how they live as they age. With nearly 38 million members and offices in every state, the
District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands, AARP works to strengthen communities and
advocate for what matters most to families with a focus on health security, financial stability and personal
fulfillment. AARP also works for individuals in the marketplace by sparking new solutions and allowing carefully
chosen, high-quality products and services to carry the AARP name.  As a trusted source for news and
information, AARP produces the world’s largest circulation publications, AARP The Magazine and AARP Bulletin.
To learn more, visit www.aarp.org or follow @AARP and @AARPadvocates on social media.
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