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AARP Praises Several Health Care Provisions in Budget Bill

WASHINGTON, DC—Today, AARP Executive Vice President and Chief Advocacy & Engagement Officer Nancy
LeaMond released the following statement in response to passage of the continuing resolution budget bill:

“AARP applauds Congress for including a number of health-related issues important to older adults in the
budget bill.

“We are particularly pleased that this legislation permanently repeals Medicare’s therapy caps, something that
AARP has long supported. Millions of vulnerable patients who need occupational, physical, and speech-language
therapy will now be protected from an arbitrary limit on how much Medicare will pay for needed therapy.

“AARP is also pleased that Congress expedited the closing of the Medicare prescription drug coverage gap
known as the ‘doughnut hole,” which will now close in 2019, one year earlier than currently scheduled. Medicare
beneficiaries will soon get permanent relief from higher out-of-pocket costs for prescription drugs. We also
applaud the provision that adds biosimilar drugs to the Medicare Part D Coverage Gap Discount Program. This
change will lower out-of-pocket costs and encourage the development and use of these drugs.

“We look forward to working with Congress to further reduce prescription drug prices to lower costs for older
Americans and save Medicare and taxpayer money.”
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About AARP

AARP is the nation’s largest nonprofit, nonpartisan organization dedicated to empowering Americans 50 and
older to choose how they live as they age. With nearly 38 million members and offices in every state, the
District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands, AARP works to strengthen communities and
advocate for what matters most to families with a focus on health security, financial stability and personal
fulfillment. AARP also works for individuals in the marketplace by sparking new solutions and allowing carefully
chosen, high-quality products and services to carry the AARP name. As a trusted source for news and
information, AARP produces the nation's largest circulation publications, AARP The Magazine and AARP Bulletin.
To learn more, visit www.aarp.org or follow @AARP and @AARPadvocates on social media.
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