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AARP CEO Jo Ann Jenkins Responds to State of the Union Address

En español | WASHINGTON, DC—AARP CEO Jo Ann Jenkins released the following statement in response to the
State of the Union address this evening:

“In tonight’s State of the Union address, AARP was heartened to hear the President highlight the growing crisis
of skyrocketing prescription drug prices. Many Americans, particularly older adults and seniors, are struggling
financially to afford their medications.

“Prescription drug prices have reached a crisis point. Too many Americans are being forced to choose between
paying for the medicines they need to stay healthy and paying for food or rent.

“AARP calls for policy solutions that actually lower drug prices instead of simply shifting costs around within the
health care system. To do that, we must deal directly with the root cause of high drug prices: the prices set by
drug companies.

“We are eager to work with the President and Congressional leaders from both parties to begin enacting
meaningful bipartisan policies to help lower drug prices and their related costs. It’s time for us to move past just
talking about the problem. Let’s roll up our sleeves and find solutions.” 

# # #

About AARP
AARP is the nation’s largest nonprofit, nonpartisan organization dedicated to empowering people 50 and older
to choose how they live as they age. With a nationwide presence and nearly 38 million members, AARP
strengthens communities and advocates for what matters most to families: health security, financial stability
and personal fulfillment. AARP also produces the nation's largest circulation publications: AARP The Magazine
and AARP Bulletin. To learn more, visit www.aarp.org or follow @AARP and @AARPadvocates on social media.
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